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Summary of the impact: Andrej Belak’s continuous expert engagement in the state
management of the COVID-19 pandemic across the country’s marginalised Roma
communities enabled gradual adoption of a more effective and sensitive approach to
the pandemic spread and impacts (both health and social) across the social settings,
increased local general awareness of the Roma vs non-Roma health inequity and its
key (social) determinants, as well as promotion of the utility of critically applied and
collaborative medical anthropology.
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Underpinning research: Previous long-term medical anthropological research
focusing on the social determinants of the extremely poor health status of Slovakia’s
marginalized Roma.
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Details of the impact: Belak’s expert engagement included and enabled the following:

e Development of an MRCs-dedicated COVID-19 epidemiological surveillance
system

e Consultations for the central state pandemic crisis management bodies

e Setup of and leadership in the Slovak Ministry of Health’'s MRCs-dedicated
panel on the pandemic

e Participation in selected control and prevention interventions across MRCs

e Continuous monitoring of the pandemic spread into and within the MRCs
(identification of epidemic hot-spots and infection trends)

e Continuous monitoring of the pandemic health- and social impacts across the
MRCs (via >10 indicators, including for testing, quarantines, hospitalisations,
and deaths)

e Continuous monitoring of the vaccination against COVID-19 across the MRCs

o Effective and sensitive targeting and tailoring of COVID-19 prevention and
control campaigns and interventions; personal participation in selected
intervention pilots within MRCs

e |dentification of a new SARS-CoV-2 variant breakthrough into and spread
across Slovakia

e Continuous monitoring of and evidence on the unequal approaches to and
impacts of the pandemic across the MRCs, compared to in the general
population

e The White Crow civil society award to Andrej Belak for the engagement
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