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Suburbanisation is a continuing trend in the development dynamics of post-socialist
cities, which are increasingly expanding into their hinterlands. Due to the growing
intensity of daily interactions with the urban centre, this territory is becoming a space
of social, economic, and cultural transformations. In the context of migration, not
only are the landscape and built environment of growing settlements changing, but
new identities are also being negotiated and created, relationships to the locality are
being re-evaluated, and individual experiences of home are being reframed.
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By combining qualitative and quantitative insights, this conference aims to foster

a deeper understanding of the spatial, economic, social, and cultural transformations
at play in suburbanisation.
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MARTIN _
OUREDNICEK

Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department
of Social Geography and Regional Development,
Urban and Regional Laboratory

Long-term development of the suburbanisation
process: the Czech-Slovak experience

KEYWORDS: suburbanisation, suburbia, suburbanites, zones of
residential suburbanisation, time, hinterland of Prague

During the transformation period, roughly from the time of the collapse of the
common state, deconcentration trends intensified in Czechia and Slovakia,
as well as in other Central and Eastern European countries, which began to
visibly transform their metropolitan regions. The population decline of large
cities, primarily as a result of changes in the functioning of the economy, la-
bour market and housing, and subsequent migration to hinterlands, sparked
great interest in research on metropolitan regions not only in geography, but
also in related disciplines. This new and surprising development was com-
mented on in social geography as a new stage or phase in the development
of post-socialist cities and, following the example of Anglo-Saxon authors,
was labelled suburbanisation.

The paper focuses on discussing the long-term development of the process
of suburbanisation and decentralisation of urban residents and functions
in general. Then it provides examples of research from the Czech-Slovak
environment. In the first part of the presentation, we discuss various per-
spectives on the definition, temporal and spatial delimitation of suburban-
isation and its inclusion in the broader context of urbanisation processes.
The process of suburbanisation - like other concepts in social sciences -
is understood diversely in professional discussions. Although this incon-
sistency can be perceived as a plurality of opinions, it also creates a dif-
ficult orientation not only among researchers, in comparative analyses,
but also when presenting research outputs to the wider public and in the
application sphere. The aim of the first part of the paper is to discuss the
possibility of greater precision in dealing with geographical terms relat-
ed to development in the hinterland of cities or the development of more
detailed terminology for labelling specific processes and phenomena in
this environment.



Since the mid-1990s, theories of stages of settlement systems’ develop-
ment and subsequently the concept of differential urbanisation have been
used to explain and predict urban development. In connection with this
paradigmatic direction of the turn of the millennium, we discuss the posi-
tion of suburbanisation in the context of other urbanisation processes, the
question of the beginning and end of suburbanisation and, more generally,
the importance of time in the development of deconcentration tendencies
in cities. The idea of urbanisation and suburbanisation as basic (historical)
mechanisms of urban development and growth will be documented using
historical maps and documents in the Prague agglomeration.

We address the product of the suburbanisation process (suburbia) and the
question of how suburbia can be defined or recognised in the Czech and
Slovak settlement system, how many suburbs we have and what proportion
of the population living in them can be described as suburbanites. For this
purpose, a newly created zoning of residential suburbanisation is present-
ed, which was processed for the first time using a unified methodology for
Czechia and Slovakia. Finally, the usefulness of using generalisations in re-
searching urban regions is discussed.

BIO: Martin Ourednicek is a full professor of social geography at the
Faculty of Science, Charles University, and head of the Urban and
Regional Laboratory research team. In his scientific research, he focuses
on urban and settlement geography, the study of changes in the social
environment of urban regions, urbanisation and suburbanisation
processes, and atlas creation. He is the editor of nine books, such as
Prague and Central Bohemia (2022, Karolinum), Historical Population
Atlas of the Czech Lands (2017, Karolinum), Sub Urbs (2013, Academia),
and the author of more than 200 scientific publications. He is the editor
of the web portals atlasobyvatelstva.cz and suburbanizace.cz. He is
currently the principal investigator of the OP JAK project A Mobile
Society (2025-2028).

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Johannes

Amos Comenius Programme (P JAC), project No.
CZ.02.01.01/00/23_025/0008717, A Mobile Society: Opportunities and
Risks of New Forms of Mobility for Czech Society and Economy.



MARTIN _
OUREDNICEK

Univerzita Karlova, Prirodovédecka fakulta, Katedra socialni
geografie a regionalniho rozvoje, Urbanni a regionalni laborator

Dlouhodoby vyvoj procesu suburbanizace: ¢esko-
slovenska zkusenost

KLIGOVA SLOVA: suburbanizace, suburbium, suburbanita, zény
rezidencni suburbanizace, ¢as, zazemi Prahy

V pribéhu transformacniho obdobi, zhruba od obdobi rozpadu spoleéného
statu, doslo v Cesku a na Slovensku a podobné i v dalSich zemich stfedni
a vychodni Evropy k zesileni dekoncentrac¢nich trendd, které zacaly viditel-
né transformovat nase metropolitni regiony. Popula¢ni ubytek velkych mést
predevsim v dlsledku zmén ve fungovani ekonomiky, trhu prace a bydleni
a nasledné migrace do jejich zazemi vyvolaly velky zajem o vyzkum metro-
politnich regiontd nejen v geografii, ale i v mnoha dalSich disciplinach. Tento
novy a do zna¢né miry prekvapivy vyvoj byl v socialni geografii komentovan
jako nové stadium nebo faze ve vyvoji post-socialistickych mést a po vzoru
anglosaskych autor(l oznacéen jako suburbanizace.

Prispévek je zaméren na diskusi dlouhodobého vyvoje procesu suburbani-
zace a decentralizace méstskych obyvatel a funkci v obecné roviné a na-
sledné na prikladech vyzkumu z ¢esko-slovenského prostredi. V prvni ¢asti
prezentace diskutujeme rdzné nahledy na definovani, ¢asové a prostorové
vymezeni suburbanizace a jejiho zarazeni do Sirsiho kontextu urbanizacnich
procesu. Proces suburbanizace - podobné jako dalsi koncepty v socialnich
védach - je v odborné diskusi chapan velmi riznorodé. Tato nejednotnost
muUze byt sice vnimana jako nazorova pluralita, zaroven ale vytvari nesnad-
nou orientaci nejen mezi vyzkumniky navzajem, pri komparativnich analy-
zach, ale také pfi prezentaci vystupl vyzkumu Sirsi verejnosti i v aplikacni
sfére. Cilem prvni ¢asti prispévku je diskutovat moznost vétsi presnosti pfi
nakladani s geografickymi terminy svazanymi s vyvojem v zazemi mést ne-
bo rozvinuti detailnéjsi terminologie pro oznacovani specifickych procest
a jevl v tomto prostredi.

Pro vysvétleni a predikci vyvoje byly jiz od poloviny 90. let vyuzZivany prede-
vSim teorie vyvojovych stadii systém osidleni a nasledné také koncept dife-
rencialni urbanizace. V souvislosti s timto paradigmatickym smérem prelomu

10



tisicileti bychom chtéli diskutovat pozici suburbanizace v kontextu dalsich
urbanizaénich procesu, otazku zacatku a konce suburbanizace a obecnéji
vyznamu casu ve vyvoji dekoncentracnich tendenci ve méstech. Myslenka
o urbanizaci a suburbanizaci jako zakladnich (historickych) mechanismech
vyvoje a rlstu mésta bude dokumentovana s vyuzitim historickych map
a dokumentll na zemi Prazské aglomerace.

Budeme se vénovat také produktu suburbanizaéniho procesu (suburbiu)
aotazce, jak Ize definovat nebo rozpoznat suburbium v ¢eském a slovenském
sidelnim systému, kolik mame u nas suburbii a jak velky podil obyvatel v nich
Zijicich je mozné oznacit za suburbanity. K tomuto ucelu bude prezentovana
nové vytvorena zénace rezidencni suburbanizace, ktera byla poprveé zpra-
covana jednotnou metodikou pro Cesko i Slovensko. Na zavér bude disku-

tovana uzite¢nost vyuzivani generalizaci pfi vyzkumu méstskych region(.

BIO: Martin Ourednicek je profesorem socialni geografie

na Prirodovédecké fakulté Univerzity Karlovy, vedoucim vyzkumného
tymu Urbanni a regionalni laborator. Ve védeckém vyzkumu se zaméruje
na geografii mésta a osidleni, studium zmén v socialnim prostredi
méstskych regiond, urbaniza¢ni a suburbanizacni procesy a atlasovou
tvorbu. Je editorem deviti knih, napfiklad Prague and Central Bohemia
(2022, Karolinum), Historicky atlas obyvatelstva ¢eskych zemi (2017,
Karolinum), Sub Urbs (2013, Academia) a autorem vice nez 200
védeckych publikaci. Je editorem webového portalu atlasobyvatelstva.cz
a suburbanizace.cz. V soucasnosti je hlavnim feSitelem projektu OP JAK
Spolecnost v pohybu (2025-2028).

FINANCOVANI: Tento vyzkum byl podpofen v rdmci Operaéniho
programu Jan Amos Komensky (OP JAK) registracni Cislo

CZ.02.01.01/00/23_025/0008717 Spole¢nost v pohybu: prileZitosti
arizika novych forem mobility pro ¢eskou spole¢nost a ekonomiku.
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TEREZIE
LOKSOVA

Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Sociology,
Local and regional studies, CESCAME

Czech Academy of Sciences, Institute of Philosophy,
Department for the Study of Modern Czech Philosophy

Postsocialist suburban governmentality: A shift
from reactive to proactive discourse in the case of
Brno, the Czech Republic

KEYWORDS: governmentality, suburbs, rurality, mayors

From the mid-1990s, residential suburbanisation brought new experiences

not only to the old residents and newcomers but also meant rapidly chang-
ing circumstances for the local mayors who had to deal with new conditions,
pressures and issues. The mayors adapted to the changing conditions mainly

through “learning by doing”. As the character of suburbanisation in the Brno

Metropolitan Area evolved in time, so did the mayors’ approach. Through

the two-wave research design (26 interviews with mayors in 2006-2009

and 2019) and the governmentality perspective, the research captured

a substantial change in the practical approach to suburbanisation-related

issues. The keynote will present changes in the situated self-understandings

of the role of local authorities, the understanding of what is to be governed,
and the boundaries of the governable. Lastly, the presentation will under-
line how rural imaginaries played a varied role in the reactive and proactive

discourses that informed suburban governmentality.

BIO: Terezie LokSova is an urban sociologist specialising in urban
governance, policies, expertise, and epistemic inequalities. She is
primarily interested in formal, top-down and expert processes. Her
dissertation showed how the top-down public participation in Czech
cities from 1989 on transformed urban governance and architectural
practice. Currently, she focuses on the interplay of formal and informal
innovations in CESCAME (Institute of Sociology, Czech Academy of
Science) and the past and future of urban placemaking at the Institute of
Philosophy of the Czech Academy of Science.

FUNDING: This research was supported by a Specific research project at
Masaryk University, project num. MUNI/A/1359/2019.
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TEREZIE
LOKSOVA

Sociologicky ustav A\‘{ éR, v. V. i., Lokalni a regionalni studia, CESCAME
Filosoficky ustav AV CR, v. v. i., Oddéleni pro studium moderni ¢eské
filosofie

Governmentalita v postsocialistickych suburbiich:
od reaktivniho k proaktivnimu diskurzu

KLUCOVE SLOVA: governmentalita, suburbia, venkov, starostové
a starostky

Od poloviny 90. let 20. stoleti prinasela nova vina rezidencni suburbanizace

nové zkusenosti nejen starousedlikiim a pfistéhovanym, ale také znamenala

zmény pro mistni starosty a starostky. Ti se museli zacit vyporadavat s novy-
mi podminkami, tlaky a problémy a zpravidla se to ucili sami ,za pochodu’.
Tak, jak se v Case vyvijel charakter suburbanizace v brnénské metropolitni

oblasti, tak se vyvijel i pfistup vedeni obci. Nas kvalitativni vyzkum (26 roz-
hovor( se starosty a starostkami obci v letech 2006-2009 a 2019) pomoci

teoretické perspektivy governmentality identifikoval podstatnou proménu

pristupu k mistnim problémim souvisejicim se suburbanizaci. Pfednaska

predstavi proménu situovaného porozumeéni role mistni samospravy, jejich

kompetenci a problému k feseni od reaktivniho k proaktivnimu diskurzu.
Prezentace také ukaze, jaké role v obou diskurzech hraly normativni pred-
stavy o tom, co je to venkov.

BIO: Terezie LokSova je urbanni sociolozka zamérujici se na méstskou spravu,
méstské politiky, expertizy a epistemické nerovnosti. Zajima se predevsim
o formalni, top-down a expertni procesy. Ve své disertacni praci ukazala, jak
top-down participace obyvatel v c¢eskych méstech od roku 1989 ovliviiovala
meéstskou spravu a architektonickou praxi. V soucasné dobé se vénuje interakci
formalnich a neformalnich inovaci v CESCAME (Sociologicky Ustav AV CR)
a minulosti a budoucnosti méstskych politik na Filosofickém Gstavu AV CR.

Projekt byl podporen specifickym vyzkumem Masarykovy univerzity €.
MUNI/A/1359/2019.
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JIRI-JAKUB
ZEVL

Charles University, Faculty of Science, Department of Social Geography
and Regional Development, Urban and Regional Laboratory

Time-space mobility within Prague’s suburbs:
local centres, commuting areas and autonomy
of hinterland

KEYWORDS: suburbanization; rhythmanalysis, regionalisation, daily
mobility

This study focuses on the spatial and temporal aspects of mobility between
Prague suburbs, specifically examining movements for work and services.
It aims to reveal how functional relationships between settlements change
over the course of the day. Specifically, it seeks to identify local centres that
emerge outside the administrative territory of the capital city, define their
catchment areas and examine how the mobility of residents in these areas
changes during the day. The study is carried out by analysing mobile phone
data to identify the commuting matrix in two time slices that differ in the
spectrum of ongoing human activities. A comparison of the regionalisation
of commuting in the two maps illustrates the dynamics of these movements.
Our empirical findings identify a total of 53 local centres within the suburban
zone and delineate the areas from which people commute to these centres.
However, these centres and their commuting zones change over time.

The study is published in the article Suburban Autonomy? The Case of In-
ter-Suburban Commuting Outside Prague from 2025 in the journal Tijd-
schrift voor economische en sociale geografie.

BIO: Jiri-Jakub Zévl is an assistant professor at the Department of Social
Geography and Regional Development, Faculty of Science, Charles
University, where he also serves as Vice-Dean for IT and PR. His research
focuses on suburbanisation, urbanisation processes and the settlement
system in general. He is a member of the Czech Geographical Society.
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JIRI-JAKUB
ZEVL

Univerzita Karlova, Prirodovédecka fakulta, Katedra socialni
geografie a regionalniho rozvoje, Urbanni a regionalni laborator

Casoprostorova mobilita v ramci prazskych
predmeésti: lokalni centra, spadové oblasti
a autonomie zazemi

KLIGOVA SLOVA: suburbanizace; analyza rytm(; regionalizace;
denni mobilita

Tato studie se zaméruje prostoroveé a Casové aspekty mobility mezi prazskymi
suburbii, a sice na pohyby za praci a za sluzbami. Jejim cilem je odhalit, jak
se v pribéhu dne méni funkéni vztahy mezi sidly. Konkrétné se snazi iden-
tifikovat lokalni centra, ktera vznikaji mimo administrativni dzemi hlavniho
mésta, vymezit jejich spadové oblasti a prozkoumat, jak se mobilita obyvatel
v téchto oblastech proménuje béhem dne. Studie je provedena na zakladé
analyzy dat z mobilnich telefon(, které identifikuji dojizd'kovou matici ve
dvou casovych rezech, které se lisi spektrem probihajicich lidskych aktivit.
Porovnani regionalizace dojizd’ky ve dvou mapach znazorniuje dynamiku
téchto pohybU. Nase empiricka zjisténi identifikuji celkem 53 lokalnich cen-
ter vramci suburbanni zény a vymezuji oblasti, odkud lidé do téchto center
dojizdéji. Tato centra a jejich dojizd'kové zény se v Case nicméné proménuji.

Studie je publikovana v ¢lanku Suburban Autonomy? The Case of Inter-
-Suburban Commuting Outside Prague z roku 2025 v ¢asopise Tijdschrift
voor economische en sociale geografie.

BIO: Jiri-Jakub Zévl je odbornym asistentem na Katedre socialni geografie
aregionalniho rozvoje Prirodovédecké fakulty Univerzity Karlovy, kde taktéz
pusobi jako prodékan pro IT a PR. V ramci svého vyzkumu se zabyva subur-
banizaci, urbanizacnimi procesy a obecné sidelnim systémem. Je ¢lenem
Ceské geografické spole¢nosti.
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VACLAV
JAROS

Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic

Population mobility and commuting patterns
in suburban areas, based on geolocation data

KEYWORDS: population mobility, geolocation data, suburban areas,
commuting, travel

Geolocation data from mobile operators represents a unique source of in-
formation about the mobility of residents and the patterns of their move-
ments within a given area. In suburban areas, inter-municipal commuting
patterns are strongly influenced by the proximity of core centres, with which
they form complex units. This paper highlights the possibilities of monitor-
ing these specific features using geolocation data from mobile operators.
It presents specific examples of commuting and travel patterns in the hin-
terlands of large urban areas in the Czech Republic.

BIO: Vaclav Jaros is a geographer and geoinformation data analyst
working at the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic in the
Department of Strategic Development and Coordination of Public
Administration. In his professional role, he specialises in the analysis

of spatial data in the context of the territorial administrative division

of the state, the accessibility of public administration, inter-municipal
cooperation, and the creation of cartographic visualisations and map
applications focused on the area of public administration. He is an
expert on geolocation data on population mobility and its use in the
public sector. In addition to his work at the ministry, he also works at the
Department of Social Geography at Charles University, where he focuses
on the issue of transport accessibility. His academic and professional
career reflects his interest in the spatial aspects of public administration
and their impact on the daily lives of citizens.

FUNDING: This research was funded by the EEA Funds 2014-2021 under

the Good Governance Programme, project “Improving conditions for
decentralisation and accessibility of public administration in the territory”.
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VACLAV
JAROS

Ministerstvo vnitra CR

Mobilita obyvatel a dojizd'’kové vztahy
v suburbannich oblastech, na zakladé
geolokacnich dat

KLICOVA SLOVA: mobilita obyvatel, geolokaéni data, suburbanni
oblasti, dojizd’ka, vyjizdka

Geolokaéni data mobilnich operatora predstavuji unikatni informacni zdroj
o mobilité obyvatel a zdkonitostech jejich pohybu v Gzemi. V suburbannich
oblastech jsou meziobecni dojizd'kové vztahy silné ovlivnény blizkosti ja-
drovych center, se kterymi vytvari komplexni celky. Prispévek poukazuje
na moznosti monitorovat tato specifika pomoci geolokaénich dat mobilnich
operatorl a na konkrétnich prikladech predstavuje dojizd’kové a vyjizd'kové
vztahy v zazemi velkych sidelnich utvar( Ceska.

BIO: Vaclav Jaros je geograf a analytik geoinformacnich dat plsobici na
Ministerstvu vnitra CR v odboru strategického rozvoje a koordinace vefej-
né spravy. Ve své profesni roli se specializuje na analyzu prostorovych dat
v kontextu uzemné spravniho ¢lenéni statu, dostupnosti verejné spravy,
meziobecni spoluprace a na tvorbu kartografickych vizualizaci a mapovych
aplikaci zamérenych na oblast verejné spravy. Je odbornikem na geolokac-
ni data o mobilité obyvatel a jejich vyuziti ve verejném sektoru. Kromé své
¢innosti na ministerstvu pUsobi také na Katedre socialni geografie Univer-
zity Karlovy, kde se zaméruje na problematiku dopravni dostupnosti. Ve své
akademické i profesni draze odrazi svlij zajem o prostorové aspekty verejné
spravy a jejich vliv na kazdodenni zivot ob¢and.

FINANCOVANI: Tento vyzkum byl financovan z Fond EHP 2014 - 2021
v ramci programu Radna sprava projektu, projekt “Zlepseni podminek pro
decentralizaci a dostupnost verejné spravy v izemi”.
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' Comenius University Bratislava, Faculty of Natural Sciences,
Department of Regional Geography and Regional Development
%2 Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Geography

Sleepover only: Daily rhythms of Bratislava
suburban populations

KEYWORDS: daily rhythms, mobile phone data, suburbanisation,
Bratislava

This contribution presents a typology of chronopolises in the Bratislava
metropolitan region based on weekly rhythms of population presence de-
rived from mobile phone data. Applying fuzzy time-series clustering, we
identify temporally coherent groups of municipalities and interpret them
through rhythmanalysis and functional-spatial characteristics. The typol-
ogy reveals five dominant regimes—ranging from employment centres to
commuter zones and recreational hinterlands—alongside a distinct, am-
bivalent category that captures atypical or mixed rhythms. A key novelty
lies in the integration of weekend dynamics, including areas with declining
presence even on weekends, and the detection of a “Friday effect” likely
linked to telework and flexible schedules. The results highlight the temporal
heterogeneity of suburban space and demonstrate the value of rhythm-
based classification for understanding contemporary post-socialist urban
transformation.

BIO: Martin Sveda is an associate professor at the Department of Regional
Geography and Regional Development, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Come-
nius University Bratislava. At the same time, he is also an independent re-
searcher at the Geographical Institute of the Slovak Academy of Sciences.
His research primarily focuses on the processes of suburbanisation and their
impact on the transformation of suburban settlements. He is also involved in
monitoring the spatio-temporal patterns of inhabitants’ behaviour through
mobile network location data.

Dusan Gold is a PhD student at the Department of Regional Geography and
Regional Development, Faculty of Science, Comenius University in Bratisla-
va. His research interests include the processing of mobile network location
data in the context of spatial analyses, especially in the field of tourism. He
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also focuses on the processing of various data in the context of maps or the
issue of Sino-Indian rivalry in the South Asian region.

FUNDING: This research was supported by Comenius University Bratislava,
project no. Grant UK/1326/2025.

19



MARTIN SVEDA"?2
DUSAN GOLD!

"Univerzita Komenského v Bratislave, Prirodovedecka fakulta,
Katedra regionalnej geografie a rozvoja regionov
2 Geograficky ustav SAV, v. v. i.

Len prespat: denny rytmus pritomnosti
obyvatelstva v Bratislavskych suburbiach

KLUCOVE SLOVA: denné rytmy, data mobilnych telefénov,
suburbanizacia, Bratislava

Prispevok predstavuje typoldgiu chronopoli v Bratislavskom metropolitnom
regione na zaklade tyzdennych rytmov pritomnosti obyvatelstva odvode-
nych z udajov mobilnej siete. Pomocou metddy fuzzy klastrovania ¢asovych
radov identifikujeme rytmicky podobné skupiny obci a interpretujeme ich
cez perspektivu chronogeografie, funkéného vyuzitia Uzemia a hierarchie
osidlenia. Vysledna typoldgia odhaluje pat dominantnych rezimov - od za-
mestnaneckych centier cez subcentra az po rekreac¢né zazemie - a osobitnu
ambivalentnu kategoriu s netypickymi alebo zmieSanymi rytmami. Novym
prinosom je zahrnutie vikendovej dynamiky (ktora je osobitne délezitym
aspektom Bratislavskych suburbii, kde dochadza k poklesu pritomnosti aj
pocas vikendov) a identifikacia tzv. ,slabého piatka”, pravdepodobne suvisia-
ceho s narastom prace na dial'ku a flexibilnych pracovnych rezimov. Vysledky
poukazuju na ¢asovu heterogenitu suburbanneho priestoru a poukazuju na
prinos rytmoanalyzy pri vyskume post-socialistického mesta.

BIO: Martin Sveda posobi ako docent na Katedre regionalnej geografie
arozvoja regiénov Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Komenského v Brati-
slave. Sucasne je aj samostatny vedecky pracovnik na Geografickom ustave
SAV. Vo svojej vyskumnej ¢innosti sa zameriava predovsetkym na procesy
suburbanizacie a ich dopady na transformaciu primestskych sidiel. Venuje
sa aj sledovaniu casovo-priestorovych vzorcov spravania obyvatelov pro-
strednictvom lokaliza¢nych udajov mobilne;j siete.

Dusan Gold pésobi ako doktorand na Katedre regionalnej geografie a roz-
voja regionov Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Komenského v Bratislave.
Vo svojej vyskumnej ¢innosti sa venuje spracovaniu lokalizaénych udajov
mobilnej siete v kontexte priestorovych analyz, najma v oblasti turizmu.
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Zameriava sa aj na spracovanie roznych dat v ramci map ¢i problematike
¢insko-indickej rivality v regione Juznej Azie.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Univerzitou
Komenského v Bratislave, projekt ¢. Grant UK/1326/2025.
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' Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Geography
2 Comenius University Bratislava, Faculty of Natural Sciences,
Department of Regional Geography and Regional Development

How does proximity to kindergartens shape
housing prices? The case of Bratislava suburbs

KEYWORDS: housing prices, kindergarten accessibility, hedonic price
model, suburbanisation, Bratislava functional region

This study investigates the impact of proximity to kindergartens on hous-
ing prices in the post-socialist suburban context of the Bratislava metro-
politan region. While global research has mostly demonstrated the posi-
tive effects of school localisation on property values, this study addresses
a gap in understanding within post-socialist suburban environments. Using
spatial econometric models and real estate transaction data, the analysis
evaluates whether the relationship between kindergarten proximity and
housing prices is positive or negative, its variability with distance, and how
it differs between urban and suburban areas. Furthermore, the study exam-
ines variations based on municipal characteristics, including population size
and density, as well as the type of kindergarten operator (public, private,
or church-affiliated). The findings reveal a nuanced relationship between
kindergarten proximity and housing prices, influenced by urban-suburban
dynamics and local demographic factors. In specific contexts, proximity to
kindergartens enhances housing values, while in others, it has a neutral or
negative effect.

BIO: Jan Vybostok works as a researcher at the Institute of Geography of
the Slovak Academy of Sciences and as an assistant professor at the Faculty
of Natural Sciences of Comenius University in Bratislava. He has extensive
experience as a geospatial data analyst and GIS specialist. He has published
several papers on housing affordability and income inequality. He is an ac-
tive member of the SUBURBA lab in Bratislava.
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FrantiSek Krizan is a professor at the Department of Regional Geography
and Regional Development at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of Comenius
University in Bratislava. His research primarily focuses on the geography of
retail and consumption, the geography of education, and emerging trends
in data collection and spatial analysis.

Michala Sladekova Madajova is an associate professor at the Department
of Regional Geography and Regional Development of the Faculty of Nat-
ural Sciences at Comenius University in Bratislava and a researcher at the
Institute of Geography of the Slovak Academy of Sciences. She has worked
on several topics in human and regional geography, including analyses of
pre-primary education. She is an expert in harmonising geographical data
and statistical methods in human geography research.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research and De-
velopment Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432 and APVV-21-0286, and by
the Scientific Grant Agency of the Ministry of Education, project no. VEGA
2/0008/24.
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Ako meni dostupnost skolky cenu byvania?
Pripad bratislavskych predmesti

KLUGOVE SLOVA: cena byvania, dostupnost materskych $kél, hedonicky
cenovy model, suburbanizacia, funkény regién Bratislava

Tato studia skima vztah medzi dostupnostou materskych skél a cenami
byvania v postsocialistickom suburbannom kontexte metropolitného regi-
6nu Bratislavy. Vyskum v zahranici zvac¢sa poukazal na pozitivnu suvislost
medzi dostupnostou skélok a cenami nehnutelnosti. Pre postsocialistické
suburbia vsak takéto analyzy absentuju. Pomocou log-linearnej regresnej
analyzy skumame ¢i sa dostupnost materskych skél - merana vzdialenostou
a kapacitami - premieta do cenovych prirazok na trhu s byvanim. Vysledky
ukazuju, ze vplyv materskych $kél na ceny byvania je v skimanom kontexte
negativny. Hoci je tento vplyv Statisticky vyznamny, jeho velkost je zane-
dbatelna, ¢o naznacuje, Ze materské sSkoly nie su rozhodujucim faktorom pri
formovani cien rezidenénych nehnutelnosti v zazemi Bratislavy. Negativna
suvislost zaroven naznacuje, ze nova vystavba s prémiovou cenou vznika
v okrajovych lokalitach sidiel s nizSou dostupnostou materskych skol. Vy-
sledky spochybnuju zauzivané paradigmy kapitalizacie obcianskej vybave-
nosti a zdéraznuju potrebu kontextovo citlivych interpretacii. Zaroven pod-
¢iarkuju délezitost integrovaného uzemného planovania, ktoré zosuladuje
rozvoj byvania s véasnym zabezpecenim verejnych sluzieb.

BIO: Jan Vybostok posobi ako vedecky pracovnik Geografického ustavu
SAV, v. v. i., a ako odborny asistent na Prirodovedeckej fakulte Univerzity
Komenského v Bratislave. Ma bohaté skusenosti ako geopriestorovy datovy
analytik a GIS Specialista. Publikoval viacero prac o dostupnosti byvania a pri-
jmovych nerovnostiach. Je aktivnym ¢lenom bratislavského SUBURBA labu.
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FrantiSek Krizan pdsobi ako profesor na Katedre regionalnej geografie a roz-
voja regionov Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Komenského v Bratislave.
Vo vyskume sa zameriava najma na geografiu maloobchodu a spotreby,
geografiu vzdelavania a nové trendy v geografii so zretelom na zber udajov
a priestorovu analyzu.

Michala Sladekova Madajova pésobi ako docentka na Katedre regionalnej
geografie a rozvoja regionov Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Komenského
v Bratislave a ako vyskumnicka v Geografickom ustave SAV, v. v. i. Venovala
sa viacerym témam humannej a regionalnej geografie vratane analyz pred-
primarneho vzdelavania. Je odbornickou na harmonizaciu geografickych
udajov a vyuzitie Statistickych metéd v humanno-geografickom vyskume.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432 a APVV-21-0286 a Vedeckou
grantovou agenturou, projekt ¢. VEGA 2/0008/24.
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and Social Anthropology

“l am living my dream... For now."
The Uncertainties of Suburban Life in Bratislava

KEYWORDS: suburbs, placemaking, belonging, newcomers

The migration of middle and upper-class people to low-density residential
areas remains a relatively new phenomenon in Slovakia’s spatial redistri-
bution (Suska & Sveda, 2019). In the post-socialist context, the notion of
suburban living has been constructed as a pathway to social mobility and
security through private homeownership and the specific suburban life-
style. This ideal reflects attempts to secure families' social status, merging
aspirations for rural nostalgia while maintaining connections with the ur-
ban environment. However, suburban residents often face challenges such
as limited infrastructure, social isolation, and reorganised daily routines. In
their everyday lives, they redefine sociocultural meanings, cultivate a sense
of belonging, and shape community perceptions.

This paper draws on research into perceptions of housing and suburban
living from the perspective of newcomers from Bratislava or other regions
in Slovakia. It explores placemaking as a dynamic process in which ideals
and lived experiences intersect, creating tensions that reshape residents’
perceptions of suburban life and home.

BIO: Sona G. Lutherova is aresearch fellow at the Institute of Ethnology and
Social Anthropology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAV) in Bratislava.
As a researcher, she focuses on studying family in (post)socialist contexts,
exploring themes of intergenerational relationships, care, and memory, as
well as the use of audiovisual and reflexive methods in ethnographic re-
search. She is the principal investigator of both national and international
research projects, including the VEGA 2/0053/22 project "Intergeneration-
al Relationships in Family and Community: An Ethnological Perspective"
(2022-2025). She is also a director of visual anthropological documentary
films. ORCID ID: 0000-0003-3214-0000.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research
and Development Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432.
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.Zijem svoj sen... Nateraz.” Neistoty suburbanneho
byvania v okoli Bratislavy

KLUCGOVE SLOVA: suburbis, miestotvorba (placemaking), prinalezenie
(belonging), novopriselci

Migracia ludi zo strednych a vyssich vrstiev do suburbannych oblasti zosta-
va na Slovensku relativne novym fenoménom (Suska & Sveda, 2019). V po-
stsocialistickom kontexte boli predstava zivota v suburbiach konstruovana
ako cesta k socialnej mobilite a bezpediu prostrednictvom sukromného
vlastnictva byvania a Specifického Zivotného Stylu. Tento ideal odraza sna-
hu zabezpecit socialny status rodin, spajajuc ruralnu nostalgiu so zachova-
nim prepojenia na mestské prostredie. Obyvatelia suburbannych oblasti
vSak Casto Celia vyzvam, ako su obmedzena infrastruktura, socialnaizolacia
a nevyhnutnost reorganizacie starostlivosti a komunikacie v rodinach. Vo
svojom kazdodennom Zivote redefinuju sociokultirne vyznamy, kultivuju
pocit prinalezania k miestu a socidlnemu prostrediu suburbia (belonging).

Tento prispevok sa opiera o vyskum predstav o byvani a zivote v suburbiach
z pohladu novopriselcov/kyn z Bratislavy alebo inych regiénov na Sloven-
sku. Skima dynamicky proces vytvarania miesta (placemaking), v ktorom sa
idealy a kazdodenné skusenosti prelinaju a niekedy dostavaju do vzajom-
ného napatia - pretvarajuc predstavy ludi o zZivote a domove v suburbiach.

BIO: Soia G. Lutherova pracuje ako vedecka pracovni¢ka v Ustave etno-
|6gie a socialnej antropoldgie SAV, v. v. i. v Bratislave. Ako vyskumnicka sa
venuje problematike vyskumu rodiny v (post)socializme v kontexte medzi-
generaénych vztahov, starostlivosti a pamati a vyuzitiu audiovizualnych
a reflexivnych metoéd v etnografickom vyskume. Je riesitelkou domacich
i medzinarodnych vedeckych projektov (hlavna rieSitel’ka VEGA 2/0053/22
~Medzigeneracné vztahy v rodine a v komunite: etnologicka perspektiva”
(2022-2025) a rezisérkou vizualno-antropologickych dokumentarnych fil-
mov. ORCID ID: 0000-0003-3214-0000

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432.
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Spatial separation of mothers' daily
activities in the Bratislava suburbs

KEYWORDS: suburbia, mothers, kindergarten, Slovakia

This paper examines suburban mothers as members of one of the most
vulnerable groups in transport. The work focuses on exploring the spatial
interrelationships between the locations of home, work, and nursery as key
destinations for everyday transportation experiences. The research is based
on data from 136 mothers residing in various suburban municipalities sur-
rounding Bratislava. In particular, the relationship between the degree of
spatial separation of home, work and nursery locations and mothers' indi-
vidual characteristics, their gender beliefs or the presence of other helping
adults in childcare was examined.

BIO: Katarina RiSova is a researcher at the Institute of Geography at the
Slovak Academy of Sciences. In her research, she focuses on the spatial
behaviours of individuals, as well as on the spatial analysis of urban public
space attributes, with a special emphasis on social justice in transportation.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research and De-
velopment Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432 and APVV-21-0286, and by
the Scientific Grant Agency of the Ministry of Education, project no. VEGA
2/0008/24.
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Priestorova separacia dennych aktivit
matiek v bratislavskom suburbiu

KLUGOVE SLOVA: suburbium, matky, materska $kola, Slovensko

Prispevok skima suburbanne matky ako prislusnicky jednej z najzranitel-
nejsich skupin v doprave. Praca sa zameriava na skimanie vzajomnych
priestorovych vztahov lokalit bydliska, prace a materskej skoly, ako nosnych
destinacii pre kazdodenné dopravné skusenosti. Vyskum je zalozeny na da-
tach 136 matiek zijucich v réznych suburbannych obciach v okoli Bratislavy.
Skumany bol najma vztah medzi mierou priestorovej separacie lokalit do-
mova, prace a materskej skoly a individualnymi charakteristikami matiek, ich
rodovymi presvedceniami €i pritomnostou inych pomahajucich dospelych
pri starostlivosti o deti.

BIO: Katarina RiSova je vedeckou pracovni¢kou na Geografickom ustave SAV,
v. V. i. Vo svojom vyskume sa zameriava na priestorové spravanie jednotliv-
cov, ako aj na priestorovu analyzu atributov mestského verejného priestoru,
s osobitnym dérazom na socialnu spravodlivost v doprave.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432 a Vedeckou grantovou agen-
turou, projekt ¢. VEGA 2/0008/24.
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Slovak Technical University Bratislava,
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Public spaces as an important socialisation
factor in suburbanized areas

KEYWORDS: suburbanisation, public spaces, communities, residential
structures, services for residents

Public spaces of settlements represent an important socialisation factor
in both urban and rural environments. Due to their economic attractive-
ness, the catchment areas around larger Slovak cities (especially around
Bratislava) are under strong suburbanization pressure. This is manifested
in the spontaneous growth of rural settlements, often without appropri-
ate conceptual guidance for their development. This has a significant im-
pact on the level of quality of the residential environment and the related
level of quality of social ties. The paradox is that suburbanization tenden-
cies are already manifesting themselves in economically weaker regions
of Slovakia, which is conditioned by the preference for living in a family
house with a garden.

The paper focuses on presenting the results of analysing the state of public
spaces in the studied settlements and their evaluation. The paper also high-
lights the socialisation potential of public spaces in existing and proposed
urban structures, as well as the potential of the natural environment with
which they interact.

Research into the issue of public spaces as accelerators of public and social
life in settlements in the suburban area of Bratislava was carried out within
the DANUrB+ project in collaboration with local communities and associ-
ations. The topic is currently being developed as part of dissertations by
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doctoral students at the Faculty of Architecture and Design of the Slovak
University of Technology in Bratislava.

BIO: Lubica Vitkova is a professor at the Faculty of Architecture and De-
sign of the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava. In her teaching,
research, and creative activities, she focuses on the field of urban design
and spatial planning with an emphasis on qualitative and quantitative as-
pects of urban structures.

Zuzana Suchdankova is an architect and urban planner with an architectural
practice in Slovakia and abroad. She is an assistant professor at the Institute
of Urban Design and Planning, Faculty of Architecture, Slovak University of
Technology. In her work, she focuses on the field of urban design with an
emphasis on the quality and inclusion of the residential environment.

Pavel Betak and Katarina Steul Zatkova are doctoral students at the Insti-
tute of Urban Design and Planning, FAD STU. Their research focuses on
cross-border regions and their settlements.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the project DANUrB + Building
Regional and Local Resilience through the Valorisation of Danube’s Cultural
Heritage; Interreg (DTP) DTP3-433-2.2 (433).
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Verejné priestranstva ako dolezity socializacny
faktor v suburbanizovanych oblastiach

KLUCOVE SLOVA: suburbanizacia, verejné priestory, komunity, obytné
Struktury, sluzby pre obyvatelov

Verejné priestory sidiel predstavuju délezity socializacny faktor v mest-
skom aj vidieckom prostredi. Spadové oblasti v okoli vacsich slovenskych
miest (najma v okoli Bratislavy) su vzhladom na svoju ekonomicku atrak-
tivitu pod silnym suburbanizacnym tlakom. Prejavuje sa to spontannym
rastom vidieckych sidiel, casto bez vhodného koncepéného usmernova-
nia ich rozvoja. To ma vyznamny vplyv na uroven kvality obytného pros-
tredia a s tym suvisiacu uroven kvality socialnych vazieb. Paradoxom je,
ze suburbaniza¢né tendencie sa prejavuju uz aj v ekonomicky slabych re-
gionoch Slovenska, ¢o je podmienené preferenciou byvania v rodinnom
dome so zahradou.

Prispevok je zamerany na prezentaciu vysledkov analyzy stavu verejnych
priestranstievv skumanych sidlach aich vyhodnotenie. Prispevok poukazu-
je aj na socializacny potencial verejnych priestorov v existujucich a navrho-
vanych mestskych Strukturach, ako aj na potencial prirodného prostredia,
s ktorym su v kontakte.

V ramci projektu DANUrB+ v spolupraci s miestnymi komunitami a zdru-
Zzeniami bol realizovany vyskum problematiky verejnych priestranstiev ako
akceleratorov verejného a spolocenského zivota v sidlach v extravilane Bra-
tislavy. Téma sa v sucasnosti rozvija v ramci dizerta¢nych prac doktorandov
na Fakulte architektury a dizajnu STU v Bratislave.
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BIO: Lubica Vitkova je profesorka na Fakulte architektury a dizajnu STU
v Bratislave. Vo svojej pedagogickej, vyskumnej a tvorivej ¢innosti sa za-
meriava na oblast urbanistickej tvorby a Uzemného planovania s dérazom
na kvalitativne a kvantitativne aspekty urbanistickych struktur.

Zuzana Suchankova je architektka, urbanistka s architektonickou praxou
na Slovensku a v zahraniéi. Je odbornou asistentkou na Ustave urbanizmu
auzemného planovania FAD STU. Zameriava sa na oblast urbanistickej tvor-
by s dérazom kvalitu a inkluziu obytného prostredia.

Pavel Betak a Katarina Steul Zatkova su doktorandi na Ustave urbanizmu
a uzemného planovania. Ich vyskum je zamerany na cezhrani¢né regiony
aich osidlenia.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny projektom DANUTrB + Buil-
ding Regional and Local Resilience through the Valorization of Danube’s Cul-
tural Heritage; Interreg (DTP) DTP3-433-2.2 (433).
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VRZGULOVA

Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Ethnology and Social
Anthropology

Podkerepusky. Everyday life,
communication, and identity

KEYWORDS: local community, identity, belonging, home

The presentation is based on qualitative research (semi-structured inter-
views) in the former gardening settlement of Podkerepusky, now a hybrid
area partly made up of seasonal residents, original gardeners, and year-round
residents. Research at this site has focused on capturing the residents’ re-
lationship to space and community. The presentation gives access to the
residents’ perception of their own identity in Podkerepusky (their self-pre-
sentation, perception of home and belonging), as well as their everyday
communication and actions in trying to create a local community.

BI10O: Monika Vrzgulova (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-3463-9166) is a senior re-
search fellow of the Institute of Ethnology and Social Anthropology of the
Slovak Academy of Sciences, a prominent expert in Holocaust Studies in
Slovakia, issues of memory and identity, the memory policy, and intergen-
erational communication. She has been conducting domestic and interna-
tional research using the oral history method for over three decades. She
has published the results of her research in seven monographs and dozens
of studies. Her book Oral History and Holocaust in Slovakia: Selective and
Contradictory Memories is forthcoming with Palgrave Macmillan (2024).
More information: https://sav-sk.academia.edu/MonikaVrzgulova

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research and De-
velopment Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432.
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Ustav etnolégie a socialnej antropolégie SAV, v. v. i.

Podkerepusky. Kazdodennost,
komunikacia a identita

KLUGOVE SLOVA: lokalna komunita, identita, spolupatri¢nost, domov

Prispevok vychadza z kvalitativneho vyskumu (polostrukturované rozhovory)
v byvalej zahradkarskej osade Podkerepusky, dnes hybridnym uzemim ktoré
z Casti tvoria sezonni obyvatelia - povodni zahradkari a celoro¢ne byvajuci
obyvatelia. Vyskum v tejto lokalite sa zameriaval na zachytenie vztahu obyva-
telov k priestoru i spolo€enstvu. Prezentacia spristupriuje vnimanie vlastnej
identity obyvatelov Podkerepusiek (ich sebaprezentaciu, vnimanie domova
a spolupatri¢nosti), ale aj ich kazdodennu komunikaciu a kroky snaziace sa
o vytvorenie lokalnej komunity.

BIO: Monika Vrzgulova pracuje na Ustave etnoldgie a socialnej antropolo-
gie Slovenskej akadémie vied, a je odborni¢kou na problematiku: holokaustu
na Slovensku, pamati a identity, politik spominania a medzigeneracnej ko-
munikacie. Takmer 30 rokov sa venuje domacim a zahrani¢nym vyskumom
metddou oral history. Vysledky svojho vyskumu publikovala v siedmich
monografiach a desiatkach studii. Jej kniha Oral history and Holocaust in
Slovakia: Selective and Contradictory Memories (Selektivne a protichodné
spomienky) vychadza vo vydavatelstve Palgrave Macmillan (2024).

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432.
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Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra, Faculty of Natural
Sciences and Informatics, Department of Geography, Geoinformatics
and Regional Development

Development and demographic structure
of the suburban zone of Nitra city

KEYWORDS: demographic structure, indicators, Nitra city, suburbaniza-
tion, suburban zone

Inthe suburban area of the city of Nitra, there is an intense migration of the
population, resulting in the development of new localities and residential
complexes. The aim is to highlight the development of suburbanization of
the city of Nitra over the last 20 years or so, the growth of the suburban
zone, as well as the growth of rural communities affected by suburbaniza-
tion. It is the proportion of those who have migrated to rural communities
from the city of Nitra that has shaped the suburban hinterland of the city.
Following the development of suburbanization, several indicators of subur-
banization were examined, including municipalities in the Nitra region. While
in 2001 the population of the city of Nitra was 87,262, in 2023 this number
decreased to 76,499 inhabitants, which is a decrease of up to 12.3%. In the
rural municipalities of the Nitra Region, the population increased slightly by
0.54%. The emigration of the population from the city is the primary factor
contributing to the overall decline in population. The migration balance of
the city of Nitra has been negative for the last few years. More significant
changes have been observed in the municipalities around the city of Nitra,
while in the period 2001-2005, the value of the migration balance was only
up to 12%. Gradually, immigration to the municipalities has become stron-
ger, resulting in the growth of the migration balance up to a value of more
than 24% (2020-2023). While in 2001 the suburban zone of the city of Nitra
had 23 municipalities, currently it consists of only 13 municipalities located
in close proximity to the city. Mostly inhabitants of younger age categories,
young families with children, with mostly secondary or higher education,
are moving to rural municipalities for housing reasons.

BIO: Gabriela Repaska is a scientific and pedagogical worker in the Depart-
ment of Geography, Geoinformatics and Regional Development, Faculty of
Natural Sciences and Informatics, Constantine the Philosopher University in
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Nitra, Slovakia. Her research mainly deals with human geography (the issue
of suburbanization, migration, ageing, and local identity) and didactics of
geography (focusing on microgeography and field research). She teaches
courses on human geography (Demogeography, Settlement Geography)
and Geographic Information System.

37



GABRIELA
REPASKA
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Vyvoj a demograficka struktura suburbannej
zony mesta Nitra

KLUGOVE SLOVA: demograficka $truktura, indikatory, mesto Nitra,
suburbanizacia, suburbanna zéna

Priestorovy rast mesta a jeho expanzia do primestskej krajiny je dlhodoby
proces vyvoja mesta od jeho vzniku az po sucasnost. V primestskej zéne
mesta Nitra dochadza k intenzivnemu stahovaniu obyvatelstva, ktorého
dosledkom je rast novych lokalit a obytnych suborov. Cielom je poukazat
na vyvoj suburbanizacie mesta Nitra za obdobie poslednych viac ako 20 ro-
kov, rozrastanie suburbannej zony, ako aj rast vidieckych obci zasiahnutych
suburbanizaciou. Prave podiel pristahovanych do vidieckych obci z mesta
Nitra formoval suburbanne zazemie mesta. Pri sledovani vyvoja suburbani-
zacie vstupili do vyskumu viaceré indikatory suburbanizacie a vSetky obce
Nitrianskeho kraja. Kym v roku 2001 zilo v meste Nitra 87 262 obyvateloy,
v roku 2023 tento pocet klesol na 76 499 obyvatelov, ¢o je pokles 0 12,3 %.
Vo vidieckych obciach Nitrianskeho kraja pocet obyvatelov mierne naras-
tol 0 0,54 %. Na celkovom poklese obyvatelstva sa podiela predovsetkym
emigracia obyvatelstva z mesta. Migracné saldo mesta Nitra bolo za obdo-
bie poslednych rokov zaporné. Vyraznejsie zmeny zaznamenali obce v okoli
mesta Nitra, kym v obdobi rokov 2001 - 2005 v nich dosahovala hodnota
migraéného saldalen do 12 %, postupne imigracia do obci silnela, ¢o malo za
nasledok rast migracného salda az na hodnotu vyssiu ako 24 %. Tieto obce
v bezprostrednom okoli mesta Nitra mozno povazovat za obce s prebieha-
jucim procesom suburbanizacie. Kym v roku 2001 mala suburbanna zéna
mesta Nitra 23 obci, v sucasnosti ju tvori len 13 obci lokalizovanych v bliz-
kej dostupnosti k mestu. Do vidieckych obci sa stahuju prevazne obyvatelia
mladSich vekovych kategorii, mladé rodiny s detmi s prevazne so stredoskol-
skym alebo vysokoskolskym vzdelanim z bytovych dévodov.

BIO: Gabriela Repaska je pedagogicko-vedecka pracovnicka na Katedre
geografie, geoinformatiky a regionalneho rozvoja Fakulty prirodnych vied
a informatiky Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre. Vo svojej vyskumnej
¢innosti sa venuje najma humannej geografii (problematika suburbanizacie,
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migracie, starnutia obyvatelstva, lokalnej identity) a didaktike geografie
(so zameranim na mikrogeografiu a terénny vyskum). Vyucuje predmety
humannej geografie (Demogeografia, Geografia sidiel) a Geografické in-
formacné systémy.
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Suburban development of KoSice and potential
impacts of the Volvo investment

KEYWORDS: suburbanization, Volvo investment, cohort-component
method, population projection, transport emissions, Kosice region

The urban region of KoSice has experienced rapid decentralisation of pop-
ulation during the past thirty years. While the population of Kosice city de-
creased by 15,000 inhabitants (from 240,000 to 225,000), the KoSice-okolie
district, which encompasses the city’s suburban area, grew by 30,000 in-
habitants (from 100,000 to 130,000). In 2026, Volvo is expected to launch
production in the immediate suburban area of KoSice. This represents the
most significant investment in the region in decades and is likely to enhance
its attractiveness for migration, further contributing to population growth.
This paper presents a population prognosis for KosSice and the Kosice-okolie
district for the years 2030 and 2050, developed using the cohort-compo-
nent method while considering natural reproduction and internal migration.
Additionally, we project demographic trends using an analogy with the Zilina
urban region following the investment by KIA Motors. Based on both pop-
ulation development scenarios, we estimate the future number of private
cars in individual municipalities and model emission trends from individu-
al car transport associated with commuting. Municipalities often welcome
suburban settlers, as they bring population growth and increased local rev-
enues. However, the estimated development of emissions from individual
car transport represents an example of risks associated with this trend.

BIO: Ladislav Novotny is the Director of the Institute of Geography at the
Faculty of Science, Pavol Jozef Safarik University in KoSice, and an associate
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professor in the Department of Human and Regional Geography. His re-
search focuses on population migration, urban development, and the re-
distribution of human capital. He also participates in research addressing
public perceptions of various geographic phenomena, including urban heat
islands, the amenities of selected settlement units, and renewable energy
production facilities.

Janetta Nestorova Dicka is an associate professor at the Department of Hu-
man and Regional Geography, Institute of Geography, Faculty of Science,
Pavol Jozef Safarik University in KoSice. Her research focuses on the spatial
dynamics of urban and rural environments, population development, and
forecasting using advanced statistical methods. She analyses long-term de-
mographic trends, models population changes, and assesses their impact
on regional development, educational infrastructure, and quality of life.

Lorant Pregi is an assistant professor in the Department of Human and Re-
gional Geography, Institute of Geography, Faculty of Science, Pavol Jozef
Safarik University in KoSice. His research focuses on population dynamics,
the development of migration and migration trends, selective migration,
the significance of migration in terms of population redistribution, as well as
on the cartographic visualisation of migration and other spatial processes.

Marian Kulla is an assistant professor at the Department of Human and Re-
gional Geography, Institute of Geography, Faculty of Science, Pavol Jozef
Safarik University in KoSice. His research focuses on the transformation of
economic sectors, particularly industry, with regard to changes in their spa-
tial distribution at the national, regional, and local levels. He is also involved
in research on the spatial redistribution of jobs in Slovakia and on the social
acceptance of renewable energy sources.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the EU NextGenerationEU
through the Recovery and Resilience Plan for Slovakia, project no. 09103-
03-V05-00008, and by the Scientific Grant Agency of the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, project no. VEGA 1/0768/24.
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Suburbanny vyvoj Kosic a potencialne dopady
investicie spolo¢nosti Volvo

KLUCOVE SLOVA: suburbanizicia, Volvo investicia, kohortno-kompo-
nentna metoda, populaéna projekcia, dopravné emisie, Kosice region

Urbanny vyvoj v koSickom mestskom regione v poslednych tridsiatich rokoch
charakterizovala intenzivna decentralizacia obyvatelstva. Kym pocet oby-
vatelov mesta Kosice klesol 0 15 000 obyvatelov (z 240 000 na 225 000),
v okrese Kosice-okolie zahriiajucom suburbanne zazemie mesta vzrastol
0 30 000 obyvatelov (zo 100 000 na 130 000). V roku 2026 by mala v bez-
prostrednej blizkosti KoSic spustit vyrobu spolo¢nost Volvo. Ide o najvacsiu
investiciu v regione za posledné desatrocia, ktora pravdepodobne zvysi jeho
atraktivnost pre migraciu, a tym prispeje k populacnému rastu. Prispevok
predstavuje populaénu prognézu pre Kosice a okres Kosice-okolie na roky
2030 a 2050, vypracovanu kohortno-komponentnou metédou pri zohladne-
ni prirodzenej reprodukcie a vnutornej migracie. Okrem toho projektujeme
demografické trendy pomocou analdgie so Zilinskym urbannym regiénom
po investicii KIA Motors. Na zaklade oboch scenarov vyvoja populacie od-
hadujeme buduci pocet osobnych aut v jednotlivych obciach a modelujeme
emisné trendy z individualnej automobilovej dopravy spojenej s dochadza-
nim. Samospravy v suburbannom zazemi ¢asto vitaju pristahovalcov z miest,
pretoze prinasaju rast populacie a zvySené miestne prijmy. Odhadovany
vyvoj produkcie emisii z individualnej automobilovej dopravy véak dopifia
paletu rizik, ktoré su s tymto trendom spojené.

BIO: Ladislav Novotny je riaditel Ustavu geografie Prirodovedeckej fakulty
Univerzity Pavla Jozefa Safarika v KoSiciach a docent na tamojSom Oddeleni
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humannej a regiondlnej geografie. Jeho vyskum sa orientuje na migraciu
obyvatelstva, urbanny vyvoj, redistribuciu ludského kapitalu. Podiela sa tiez
na vyskume percepcie obyvatelstva roznych geografickych javov vratane
mestskych tepelnych ostrovov, vybavenosti vybranych sidelnych utvarov
¢i zariadenia vyroby energie z obnovitelnych zdrojov.

Janetta Nestorova Dicka posobi ako univerzitna docentka na Oddeleni hu-
mannej a regionalnej geografie, Ustave geografie Prirodovedeckej fakul-
ty Univerzity Pavla Jozefa Safarika v KoSiciach. Vo vyskume sa zameriava
na priestorovu dynamiku urbanneho a ruralneho prostredia, populaény vy-
voj a prognozovanie s vyuzitim pokrocilych statistickych metéd. Venuje sa
analyze dlhodobych demografickych trendov, modelovaniu populaénych
zmien a hodnoteniu ich dopadov na regionalny rozvoj, vzdelavaciu infras-
trukturu a kvalitu zivota.

Lorant Pregi je odborny asistent na Oddeleni humannej a regionalnej ge-
ografie, Ustavu geografie, Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Pavla Jozefa
Safarika v KoSiciach. Vo vyskume sa zameriava na dynamiku obyvatelstva,
vyvoj migracie a migracnych trendov, selektivnhu migraciu, vyznam migra-
cie z hladiska redistribucie obyvatelstva, ako aj kartograficku vizualizaciu
migracie a inych priestorovych procesov.

Marian Kulla je odborny asistent na Oddeleni humannej a regionalnej ge-
ografie, Ustavu geografie, Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Pavla Jozefa
Safarika v Kosiciach. Oblastou jeho vyskumu je transformacia odvetvi hos-
podarstva, predovsetkym priemyslu aj s ohladom na zmeny v ich priesto-
rovej distribucii v celostatnej, regionalnej i lokalnej mierke. Podiela sa aj
na vyskume priestorovej redistribucie pracovnych miest na Slovensku, ako
aj na vyskume socialnej akceptacie obnovitelnych zdrojov energie.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny EU NextGenerationEU pro-
strednictvom Planu obnovy a odolnosti SR, projekt ¢. 09103-03-V05-00008
a Vedeckou grantovou agenturou, projekt ¢. VEGA 2/0008/24.
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The impact of selective migration on the age
structure of the population in the Functional
Urban Regions of Bratislava and Kosice

KEYWORDS: selective migration, age, decentralisation, functional urban
region, Bratislava, KoSice

Since the mid-1990s, decentralisation of the population has become the
dominant process in urban development across most regions of Slovakia.
This process has significantly shaped the hinterlands of cities, with intensive
immigration leading to rapid population growth in suburban areas, particu-
larly around the largest cities. However, migration is highly heterogeneous,
and its trends vary across different age categories of migrants. Decentralisa-
tion is primarily driven by migrants aged 25 to 34, especially young families
with children. Decentralisation, therefore, has a significant impact on the
age structure of the population in urban hinterlands. This is also reflected
in specific demands, particularly for public services. The aim of this paper is
to analyse migration trends based on the age of migrants in the functional
urban regions (FUR) of Bratislava and Kosice and to evaluate the relation-
ship between selective migration and changes in the age structure of the
population. The analysis is based on anonymised microdata from the Sta-
tistical Office of the Slovak Republic on migration between municipalities
in Slovakia for the period 1996-2022.

BIO: Lorant Pregi is an assistant professor in the Department of Human and
Regional Geography, Institute of Geography, Faculty of Science, Pavol Jozef
Safarik University in Kosice. His research focuses on population dynamics,
the development of migration and migration trends, selective migration,
the significance of migration in terms of population redistribution, as well as
on the cartographic visualisation of migration and other spatial processes.

Ladislav Novotny is the Director of the Institute of Geography at the Faculty
of Science, Pavol Jozef Safarik University in Kosice, and an associate pro-
fessor in the Department of Human and Regional Geography. His research
focuses on population migration, urban development, and the redistribution
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of human capital. He also participates in research addressing public percep-
tions of various geographic phenomena, including urban heat islands, the
amenities of selected settlement units, and renewable energy production
facilities.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the EU NextGenerationEU
through the Recovery and Resilience Plan for Slovakia, project no. 09103-
03-V05-00008, and by the Scientific Grant Agency of the Ministry of Ed-
ucation, project no. VEGA 1/0768/24.
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Vplyv selektivnej migracie na vekovu strukttru
obyvatelstva funkénych mestskych regiénov
Bratislava a Kosice

KLUGOVE SLOVA: seclektivna migracia, vek, decentralizacia, funkény
mestsky region, Bratislava, KoSice

Decentralizacia obyvatelstva sa od polovice 90. rokov minulého storocia
stala dominantnym procesom v urbannom vyvoji vacsiny regiénov Sloven-
ska. Tento proces vyznamne formoval zazemie miest, pricom intenzivna
imigracia sposobila prudky populaény rast suburbannych oblasti najma
najvacsich miest. Migracia je vSak vnutorné velmi heterogénna a jej tren-
dy sa liSia medzi roznymi vekovymi kategoriami migrantov. Na decentra-
lizacii sa najviac podielaju migranti vo veku 25 az 34 rokov, najma mladé
rodiny s detmi. Decentralizacia preto vyrazne vplyva na vekovu strukturu
obyvatelstva v zazemi miest. To sa prejavuje aj v Specifickych narokoch
na vybrané, najma verejné sluzby. Cielom prispevku je preskimat migracné
trendy v zavislosti od veku migrantov vo funkénych mestskych regiénoch
Bratislavy a KoSic a zhodnotit vztah selektivnej migracie s vyvojom veko-
vej struktury obyvatelstva. Analyza vychadza z anonymizovanych mikrodat
Statistického uradu SR o migraciach medzi obcami Slovenskej republiky
za obdobie 1996 - 2022.

BIO: Lorant Pregi je odborny asistent na Oddeleni humannej a regionalnej
geografie, Ustavu geografie, Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Pavla Jozefa
Safarika v KoSiciach. Vo vyskume sa zameriava na dynamiku obyvatelstva,
vyvoj migracie a migracnych trendov, selektivnu migraciu, vyznam migra-
cie z hladiska redistribucie obyvatelstva, ako aj kartograficku vizualizaciu
migracie a inych priestorovych procesov.

Ladislav Novotny je riaditeI'Ustavu geografie Prirodovedeckej fakulty Uni-
verzity Pavla Jozefa Safarika v KoSiciach a docent na tamojSom Oddeleni
humannej a regionalnej geografie. Jeho vyskum sa orientuje na migraciu
obyvatelstva, urbanny vyvoj, redistribuciu ludského kapitalu. Podiela sa tiez
na vyskume percepcie obyvatelstva roznych geografickych javov vratane

46



mestskych tepelnych ostrovov, vybavenosti vybranych sidelnych utvarov
¢i zariadenia vyroby energie z obnovitelnych zdrojov.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny EU NextGenerationEU
prostrednictvom Planu obnovy a odolnosti SR, projekt ¢. 09103-
03-V05-00008 a Vedeckou grantovou agenturou, projekt ¢. VEGA
2/0008/24.
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Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Ethnology and Social
Anthropology

The phenomenon of “transferred identities”
in a large-city suburb (an example of the village
of Senkvice)

KEYWORDS: §enkvice; migration; suburbanization; local identity; local
economy; development

The impact of suburbanization on municipalities in the hinterland of Bratisla-
va has only become noticeable in the last few decades. The municipality of
Senkvice can also be included in this group of municipalities, as it has been
one of the largest rural municipalities in the entire territory of Slovakia for
a long time (since before the modern suburbanization in the western Slo-
vak countryside). Its position in a historically urbanised area and, above all,
its strategic location on the main railway corridor create one of the most
attractive locations for living in the vicinity of the capital.

The presented study will try to answer the question of what direct and in-
direct effects the influx of “suburbanizing population” has on the existing
communities of old settlers and what tools exist for the integration of these
two socio-provenance entities into one cohesive community of citizens. How-
ever, in the case of this municipality, a less traditional part of the population
is also involved in the usual suburbanization migration flows—a substantial
share of citizens returning from the surrounding towns to their home village.

The aim of the study is also to highlight the hypothetical fact (and, at the
same time, confirm or refute it in more detail) that even in municipalities with
sufficiently developed infrastructure and civic amenities, there remains an
adequate risk of social tension, despite similar socioeconomic characteristics
of households. The location of the village of Senkvice is all the more relevant
because itis avillage with a robust local identity and local patriotism rooted in
a centuries-old historical tradition. At the same time, the entire demographic
history of the village is characterised by the influx of new populations.

BIO: Martin Lukac Kinces is a doctoral student at the Institute of Ethnology
and Social Anthropology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences in Bratislava,
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where, under the supervision of Prof. PhDr. Zuzana Benuskova, CSc., is work-
ing on his dissertation Territorial Identities of Northwestern Slovakia on the
Borderline between Traditional Culture and Institutionalism (Actors, Socio-
cultural Aspects and Contemporary Contexts). He also focuses on issues of
territorial identities, institutional and urban anthropology, community and
local forms of regional development, cultural and geographical regionali-
sation of Slovakia, and local chronicling. More information: https://uesa.sav.
sk/ludia/mgr-martin-lukac/

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Scientific Grant Agency of
the Ministry of Education, project no. VEGA 2/0058/22 Revitalisation of
cultural heritage in public space as a reflection of global influences on rural
and urban communities.
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MARTIN LUKAC
KINCES

Ustav etnolégie a socialnej antropolégie SAV, v. v. i.

Fenomén ,prenesenych identit”“ na predmesti
vel'’komesta (priklad obce Senkvice)

KLUEOVE SLOVA: Senkvice, migracia, suburbanizacia, lokalna identita,
miestna ekonomika, rozvoj

Vplyv suburbanizacie na obce v zazemi Bratislavy zac¢al byt vSeobecne zre-
telny az v poslednych desatrociach. Do skupiny samosprav s prejavmi su-
burbanizaéného procesu mézeme zaradit aj obec Senkvice, ako dlhodobo
jednu z najvacsich vidieckych obci na celom uzemi Slovenska. Jej pozicia
v historicky urbanizovanom uzemi, blizkom susedstve pohoria Malé Karpaty
a predovsetkym strategicka poloha na hlavhom Zelezni¢nom koridore z ob-
ce Senkvice, vytvaraju jednu z najatraktivnejsich lokalit na byvanie v okoli
hlavného mesta.

Predlozena studia sa pokusi na zaklade zrealizovaného, niekol'ko rokov trva-
juceho terénneho (respondentského) prieskumu, odpovedat na otazku, aké
priame i nepriame vplyvy ma prilev,,suburbaniza¢ného obyvatelstva” na exis-
tujuce komunity starousadlikov a aké nastroje existuju na integraciu tychto
dvoch socialno-proveniencnych entit do jednej sudrznej komunity ob¢anov.
Do obvyklych suburbaniza¢nych migraénych tokov sa vsak v pripade tejto
obce zap4ja aj jeden menej tradi¢ny - zasadny podiel ob¢anov, vracajucich sa
z okolitych miest (a najma z Bratislavy) spat do ,,rodnej“, resp. domovskej obce.

Cielom studie je tiez poukazat na hypoteticku skutoénost (a zaroven ju blizsie
potvrdit alebo vyvratit), Ze aj v obciach s dostato¢ne vybudovanou infras-
trukturou a obcianskou vybavenostou existuje adekvatne riziko socialneho
napatia, napriek podobnym socioekonomickym danostiam domacnosti.
Lokalita obce Senkvice je o to relevantnej$ou, e ide o obec s mimoriadne
silnou lokalnou identitou a lokalpatriotizmom na baze staro¢nej historickej
tradicie - a pritom celé demografické dejiny obce su v rozhodujucich oka-
mihoch jej vyvoja zaloZzené na prileve nového obyvatelstva (chorvatske etni-
kumv 16. storoci, druzstevnici zo severného Slovenska v 20. storodi a pod.).

BIO: Martin Lukaé Kinée$ pdsobi ako doktorand Ustavu etnoldgie a socialnej
antropologie Slovenskej akadémie vied, v. v. i. v Bratislave, kde pod vedenim

50



prof. PhDr. Zuzany Befuskovej, CSc. spracovava dizertaénu pracu Uzemné
identity severozapadného Slovenska na pomedzi tradi¢nej kultury a insti-
tucionalizmu (aktéri, sociokulturne aspekty a suc¢asné kontexty). Venuje sa
aj problematike uzemnych identit, institucionalnej a urbannej antropolégii,
komunitnym a lokalnym formam regionalneho rozvoja, kulturnej a geogra-
fickej regionalizacii Slovenska a lokalnemu kronikarstvu.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Vedeckou grantovou agen-
turou Ministerstva skolstva VEGA 2/0058/22 Revitalizacia kulturneho de-
di¢stva vo verejnom priestore ako reflexia globalnych vplyvov na vidiecke
a mestské komunity.
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Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Geography

Resilient Roots: Indigenous Strategies
in Navigating Suburban Socio-Political Dynamics
in a suburb in the Bratislava city hinterland

KEYWORDS: suburbanization, Long-term residents, Power relations, Cap-
ital (economic, social, cultural, symbolic)

This study examines the intricate relationships between indigenous com-
munities and middle-class newcomers in a rapidly expanding suburb of
Bratislava. Despite socio-economic disparities, indigenous populations—
often perceived as less privileged—demonstrate a remarkable capacity for
maintaining and advancing their socio-political influence. By examining
local governance structures, civic engagement, and grassroots initiatives,
the research reveals that indigenous groups leverage historical, cultural,
and communal ties to assert their presence and pursue their interests ef-
fectively. These strategies enable them to navigate shifting power balances
and resist marginalisation, thereby fostering a dual narrative of coexistence
and competition. The findings challenge conventional assumptions about
socio-political hierarchies in suburban development and underscore the
nuanced resilience of indigenous communities amidst demographic and
economic transformations.

BIO: Pavel Suska works at the Geographical Institute of the Slovak Acade-
my of Sciences, where he has long been working on issues of urban trans-
formation and the interactions between changes in the built environment
and social change. His current research focuses on how changing urban and
suburban spaces reflect and influence the forms and dynamics of urban ac-
tivism, as well as the roles of grassroots movements in shaping urban spaces
and promoting social change.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research and De-
velopment Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432, and by the Scientific Grant
Agency of the Ministry of Education, project no. VEGA 2/0008/24.
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Geograficky ustav SAV, v. v. i.

Nerovné pole prinalezitosti: Dynamika
kapitalu a moci medzi dlhodobymi obyvatelmi
v suburbanizovanej obci

KLUGOVE SLOVA: suburbanizacia, dlhodobi obyvatelia, mocenské vzta-
hy, kapital (ekonomicky, socialny, kulturny, symbolicky)

Studia skiima socialnu dynamiku a mocenské vztahy medzi dlhodobymi oby-
vatelmi Chorvatskeho Grobu, obce, ktora prechadza rychlou suburbanizaci-
ou v blizkosti Bratislavy. Vyskum presahuje binarne chapanie novousadlikov
verzus starousadlikov a skiima vnutornu diferenciaciu v ramci etablovaného
obyvatelstva, pricom sa zameriava na to, ako historické socialne hierarchie,
etnicka identita a nerovnomerne rozlozené formy kapitalu (ekonomického,
socialneho, kulturneho, symbolického) formuju ich skisenosti a reakcie
na zmeny. Prostrednictvom etnografickych metod studia analyzuje mobili-
zaciu symbolického kapitalu, ako je koncept autochtonie (,svitar/svitari“),
a pretrvavanie historickych triednych rozdielov (,bires”) ako klu¢ovych
faktorov ovplyviujucich socialne postavenie a medziskupinové vztahy me-
dzi dlhodobymi obyvatelmi. Okrem toho skuma, ako rozdiely v kulturnom
a socialnom kapitali ovplyvnuju schopnost réznych skupin zucastriovat sa
na miestnom politickom zZivote a orientovat sa vo vyvijajucom sa socialnom
prostredi. Zistenia prispievaju k diferencovanejSiemu chapaniu transformacie
primestskych oblasti v postsocialistickych kontextoch a zd6raznuju zlozitu
suhru historického dedicstva a suc¢asnej dynamiky pri formovani miestnych
mocenskych struktur a socialnej sudrznosti.

BIO: Pavel Suska pdsobiv Geografickom Ustave SAV, v.v. ., kde sa venuje otaz-
kam mestskej transformacia a vzdjomnym vplyvom medzi zmenamivybudova-
ného prostredia a socialnymi zmenami. Vo svojej vyskumnej praci si vS§ima, ako
meniace sa mestské a predmestskeé priestory odrazaju a ovplyvnuju socialnu
Strukturu, dynamiku mestského aktivizmu a socialneho organizovania, ulohy
hnuti zdola pri formovani mestskych priestorov a podpore socialnych zmien.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432 a Vedeckou grantovou agen-
turou, projekt ¢. VEGA 2/0008/24.
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Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Ethnology
and Social Anthropology

Where Do We Belong? Close People, Familiar
Places, and Identity Associated with the Concept
of Belonging

KEYWORDS: belonging, territorial belonging, kinship relations, neighbour-
hood, symbolic community

My paper examines how individuals and groups form and sustain relation-
ships with places and communities, thereby shaping their identities and so-
cial connections. The concept of belonging, which is somewhat awkwardly
translated into Slovak as “prislusnost” or affiliation to something, encom-
passes three main dimensions:

Territorial belonging focuses on how people form connections to places
through everyday practices, memories, and traditions tied to a specific lo-
cation (Edwards, 1998). Places are thus not merely physical spaces—they
carry cultural meanings and stories that co-construct a sense of identity
and belonging.

Community and intersubjectivity: Belonging to a community manifests
through mutual care and reciprocity. Kinship and neighbourhood relations
are not fixed or predetermined but are shaped over time through shared
experiences. To be “related to someone” means being defined by that rela-
tionship, emphasising the importance of intersubjective bonds (Edwards,
Strathern, 2000).

Symbolic community (Cohen, 1985): Belonging can transcend physical
presence, thus supporting the capacity of communities to respond to social
change through the significance of shared symbols. These are linked to the
core of communal existence but interpreted at the level of individuals. For
this reason, they may be interpreted differently, which creates room for high
adaptability (Cohen, 1985: 91; cf. also Geertz, 1966: 5). The possibility of var-
ied interpretations of belonging enables people to adapt to new existential
conditions, as long as at least the basic prerequisites for the reproduction
of symbols are fulfilled—for example, when activities forming part of their

54



collective identity can be continuously practiced. These activities may also
be virtual in nature, such as a website or an online community.

As an example of belonging that transcends physical presence, | have chosen
the stories of former residents of the Avion apartment building in Bratislava,
built in 1932 (see Haberlandova and Volanska, 2021). Even after moving to
the suburbs of Bratislava or leaving the city altogether, many of them main-
tain a strong emotional connection to their former home. Their memories,
friendships, and shared experiences from Avion remain vital to their identi-
ty, reinforcing a sense of belonging that transcends geographic relocation.

BIO: Lubica Volanska is a researcher at the Institute of Ethnology and Social
Anthropology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, where she focuses on the
study of family, kinship, and everyday life in both contemporary and historical
contexts. In her work, she analyses the connection between individual life
stories and significant social and political changes, using methods of (auto)
biographical research. She also investigates intangible cultural heritage in
relation to intergenerational transmission and relationships, emphasising
methodological reflection on research conducted in the home environment.
She s the author and co-author of several publications on ageing, family re-
lationships, and identity. In the monograph Avion (Haberlandova, Volanska,
2021), she explores the stories of residents of a functionalist apartment build-
ing in Bratislava, highlighting the interconnection of architecture, memory,
and community identity.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research and De-
velopment Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432.
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Ustav etnolégie a socialnej antropolégie SAV, v. v. i.

Kam patrime? Blizki ludia, zname miesta a identita
spojena s pojmom “belonging”

KLUCGOVE SLOVA: belonging, teritoridlna prislusnost, pribuzenské vztahy,
susedstvo, symbolicka komunita

Moj prispevok sa zaobera spésobmi, ako jednotlivci a skupiny vytvaraju
a udrziavaju vztahy s miestami a komunitami, ¢im formuju svoju identitu
a socialne vazby. Pojem “belonging”, ktory sa do slovenského jazyka nie
celkom Sikovne preklada ako “prislusnost”, ¢i prindlezanie k nieComu, za-
hria tri hlavné dimenzie:

Teritorialna prislusnost sa zameriava na to, ako si ludia vytvaraju vazby k ur-
¢itym miestam prostrednictvom kazdodennych Cinnosti, spomienok a tra-
dicii zviazanych s danym miestom (Edwards, 1998). Miesta teda nie su len
fyzickymi priestormi, nesu kulturne vyznamy a pribehy, ktoré spoluvytvaraju
pocit identity a “prislusnosti”.

Komunita a intersubjektivita: prislusnost ku komunite sa prejavuje vzajom-
nou starostlivostou a reciprocitou. Pribuzenské a susedské vztahy nie su
vopred dané a nemenné, ale vytvaraju sa v priebehu ¢asu prostrednictvom
spolo¢nych zazitkov. Byt “nie¢im pribuzny” znamena byt definovany tym-
to vztahom, ¢o zdéraznuje vyznam intersubjektivnych vazieb (Edwards,
Strathern, 2000).

Symbolicka komunita (Cohen, 1985): prislusnost moze presahovat fyzicku
pritomnost - podporuje tak schopnost komunit ¢elit socialnym zmenam pro-
strednictvom zvyznamnenia zdielanych symbolov, ktoré su spaté s podstatou
existencie spolocenstva, ale interpretované na urovni jednotlivcov. Z toh-
to dovodu mézu byt interpretované rézne, ¢o vytvara priestor pre vysoku
adaptabilitu (Cohen, 1985: 91; porov. tiez Geertz, 1966: 5). Vdaka moznosti
roznych interpretacii prislusnosti su ludia schopni prispésobit sa novym okol-
nostiam bytia, ak su splnené aspon zakladné podmienky pre reprodukciu
symbolov - napriklad je mozné opakovane vykonavat ¢innosti, ktoré tvoria
sucast ich kolektivnej identity. Tieto ¢innosti m6zu mat aj virtualny charak-
ter, ako napriklad webova stranka alebo online komunita.
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Ako priklad prislusnosti presahujucej fyzicku pritomnost som zvolila pribehy
byvalych obyvatelov a obyvateliek bytového domu Avion v Bratislave (posta-
veny v roku 1932, pozri viac Haberlandova, Volanska, 2021). Mnohi z nich, aj
ked'sa prestahovali na predmestia Bratislavy alebo dokonca opustili mesto,
si nadalej udrziavaju silné emocionalne prepojenie na svoj byvaly domov.
Ich spomienky, priatelstva a spolocné zazitky z Avionu zostavaju dolezitou
sucastou ich identity a posiliuju pocit prislusnosti, ktory presahuje geogra-
fické premiestnenie.

BIO: Lubica Volanska je vedeckou pracovnickou Ustavu etnoldgie a soci-
alnej antropoldgie SAV, v. v. i., kde sa venuje vyskumu rodiny, pribuzenstva
a skumaniu kazdodennostiv sucasnych i historickych kontextoch. Vo svojich
pracach analyzuje prepojenie individualnych zivotnych pribehov s velkymi
spolo¢enskymi a politickymi zmenami, pricom vyuziva metody (auto)bio-
grafického vyskumu. Zameriava sa aj na vyskum nehmotného kulturneho
dedicstva v prepojeni s transmisiou a vztahmi medzi generaciami, pri¢om
kladie doéraz na metodologicku reflexiu vyskumu v domacom prostredi. Je
autorkou a spoluautorkou viacerych publikacii, ktoré sa zaoberaju témami
starnutia, rodinnych vazieb a identity. V. monografii Avion (Haberlandova,
Volanska, 2021), skima pribehy obyvatelov funkcionalistického bytového
domu v Bratislave, ¢im poukazuje na prepojenie architektury, pamati a ko-
munitnej identity.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432.
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%2 Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Ethnology and Social
Anthropology

Theoretical approaches in the study of religion/
nonreligion in suburban areas (example of
Bratislava)

KEYWORDS: religion, suburban, migration, secularisation

This contribution focuses on the theoretical aspects of the relationship be-
tween suburban dynamics and changes in the religious and non-religious
landscape of these areas. Several examples, primarily from Western Europe,
illustrate the diverse roles that religion can play in suburban contexts. On the
one hand, suburban areas offer fertile ground for the development of new
forms of religious life and may provide revitalising impulses for older reli-
gious communities. On the other hand, they can also contribute to the rise
in the number of people who are unaffiliated with any religion or detached
from official religious institutions. We aim to outline the main theoretical
approaches in this field, supported by examples from the Bratislava region,
primarily based on quantitative data from censuses.

BIO: Juraj Majo is a senior researcher at the Institute of Ethnology and Social
Anthropology at the Slovak Academy of Sciences. Trained initially in human
geography and demography, his research explores religion, non-religion,
and secularisation in Central Europe, with a particular focus on contempo-
rary religious transformations, shifts in identity, and the role of religion in
public life. He also specialises in Roma religiosity and spirituality, examining
their socio-cultural and historical dimensions. His work extends to historical
demography, where he analyses long-term population trends and demo-
graphic shifts. He has contributed to numerous academic publications and
international research projects, collaborating with scholars across Europe
on interdisciplinary studies of religion and society.

Marcela Kacerova, a graduate of the Faculty of Natural Sciences at Come-
nius University in Bratislava, obtained her PhD in Human Geography. She
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currently works as an assistant professor at Comenius University in Bratislava,
at the Department of Economic and Social Geography, Demography, and
Territorial Development, Faculty of Natural Sciences. She has collaborated
on several scientific projects. Her research profile encompasses topics in de-
mography, focusing on the study of demographic processes and structures,
with a particular emphasis on population ageing and the ageing population.

FUNDING: This research was supported by the Slovak Research and De-
velopment Agency, project no. APVV-20-0432.
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Teoretické pristupy v studiu nabozenstva/
nenabozenstva v suburbannych oblastiach (priklad
Bratislavy)

KLUCGOVE SLOVA: nibozenstvo, suburbium, migracia, sekularizacia

Tento prispevok sa zameriava na teoretické aspekty vztahu medzi dynami-
kou suburbannych oblasti azmenamiv nabozenskej a nenabozenskej krajine
tychto uzemi. Viaceré priklady, najma zo zapadnej Eurépy, ilustruju roznorodé
ulohy, ktoré moze nabozenstvo v suburbannom kontexte zohravat. Na jednej
strane suburbanne oblasti poskytuju priaznivé prostredie pre vznik novych
foriem nabozenského Zivota a m6zu priniest ozivenie starSim nabozenskym
komunitam. Na druhej strane vSak mézu tiez prispiet k narastu poctu ludi,
ktori nie su viazani na Ziadnu naboZensku organizaciu alebo sa od oficial-
nych nabozenskych institucii distancuju. Nasim cielom je nac¢rtnut hlavné
teoretické pristupy v tejto oblasti, podporené prikladmi z bratislavského
regionu, najma na zaklade kvantitativnych udajov zo scitani obyvatelstva.

BIO: Juraj Majo je samostatnym vedeckym pracovnikom Ustavu etnolo-
gie a socialnej antropoldgie SAV. Pévodne vystudoval humannu geografiu
a demografiu, vo svojom vyskume sa venuje nabozenstvu, nenabozenstvu
a sekularizacii v strednej Eurépe, pricom sa zameriava najma na sucasné
nabozenské premeny, zmeny v identite a ulohou nabozenstva vo verejnom
Zivote. Specializuje sa aj na romsku religiozitu a spiritualitu, pri¢om skima
ich sociokulturny a historicky rozmer. Jeho praca zasahuje aj do oblasti his-
torickej demografie, kde analyzuje dlhodobé popula¢né trendy a demogra-
fické zmeny. Podielal sa na mnohych vedeckych publikaciach a medzina-
rodnych vyskumnych projektoch, spolupracuje s vedcami z celej Eurépy na
interdisciplinarnych studiach nabozenstva a spoloc¢nosti.

Marcela Kacerova je absolventkou Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity Ko-
menského v Bratislave, kde ziskala doktorat zhumannej geografie. V sucas-
nosti posobi ako odborna asistentka na Katedre ekonomickej a socialnej ge-
ografie, demografie a izemného rozvoja Prirodovedeckej fakulty Univerzity

60



Komenského v Bratislave. Spolupracovala na viacerych vedeckych projek-
toch. Jej vyskumny profil zahriia témy z oblasti demografie so zameranim
na Studium demografickych procesov a struktur s osobitnym dérazom na
starnutie obyvatelstva a starnutie populacie.

FINANCOVANIE: Tento vyskum bol podporeny Agenturou na podporu
vyskumu a vyvoja, projekty ¢. APVV-20-0432.
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